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ALLOWANCE 
Notice to Applicant 

[1] This communication is in response to the amendment filed 1 1 June 2010 and the 
Interview conducted 10 September 2010. Claims 4, 10, 1 1, 13-15, 19-20, 26-28, 30, 32-40, and 
44 have been cancelled. Claims 1, 2-3, 5-9, 12, 16-18, 22-25, 29, 31, 41-43 have been amended. 
Pursuant to the interview conducted 10 September 2010, claim 3 has been cancelled by 
Examiner's Amendment. Also pursuant to the interview of 10 September 2010, claims 1, 5, 7, 
12, 16, 17, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 29, 41, 42, and 43 have been amended by Examiner's Amendment 
as presented below. Claims 1-2, 5-9, 12, 16-18, 21-25, 29, 31, 41-43 are allowed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

[2] Previous rejection of claims 1-9, 12, 16-18, and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, 
second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention are hereby withdrawn due to Applicant's 
amendments to the claims. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition 
of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requires of this title. 

[3] Previous rejection of claims 1-9, 12, 16-18, 21, 32, and 41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
101 because the claimed invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter are hereby 
withdrawn due to Applicant's amendments to the claims. 

[4] Previous rejections of claims 26-27 and 44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the 
claimed invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter are hereby withdrawn due to 
Applicant's cancellation of the rejected the claims. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 
[5] Claims 1-2, 5-9, 12, 16-18, 21-25, 29, 31, and 41-43 are allowed. 
Claim 3 is cancelled. 

Claims 1, 5, 7, 12, 16, 17, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 29, 41, 42, and 43 are allowed as entered by the 
Examiner's Amendment below. 

Claims 2, 8, 9, 18, and 3 1 are allowed as they appear in the response filed 1 1 June 2010. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

[6] An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 



(A) Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in telephone interview with 
Richard Cruz (Reg. #52,783) on 10 September 2010. 
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(B) The application has been amended as follows: 

(C) Please amend claims 1, 5, 7, 12, 16, 17, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 29, 41, 42, and 43 (full text of 
the amended claims appears below): 

1. A method for collecting, organizing, storing, sharing and distributing a patient's medical 
history information over a network comprising the steps of: 

establishing and presenting to a patient representative a medical visit-type questionnaire, 
the patient representative being any of a medical patient, the medical patient's guardian, and the 
medical patient's personal representative; 

the patient representative selecting a visit type in response to the visit-type questionnaire, 
said visit type comprising at least one of a medical facility and a physician, a physician only, and 
a personal use only selection; 

generating a structured basic medical history information summary for the patient via: 

establishing a plurality of questionnaire sub-sets and an initial series of questions; 
presenting to the patient representative the initial series of questions and 
collecting responses thereto; and 

successively presenting to the patient representative one or more of the 
questionnaire sub-sets and collecting responses thereto, wherein a subsequently presented 
questionnaire subset is selected and presented to the patient representative based on one or more 
responses to a previously presented questionnaire subset; 
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storing the basic medical history information summary in a computer database coupled to 
said network; 

receiving a selection from the patient representative of a physician only identifier or a 
medical facility identifier, said identifier designating a specific physician only or specific 
medical facility personnel as authorized to access a physician only/medical facility copy of the 
patient's medical information; 

determining, by a processor, at least one medical specialty specific questionnaire to 
present to the patient representative, wherein the medical specialty specific questionnaire is 
determined based on said visit type selection and said identifier selection; 

generating the physician only/medical facility copy of the patient's medical information, 
wherein said physician only/medical facility copy includes the patient's structured basic medical 
history information summary and medical specialty specific information collected in response to 
the at least one medical specialty specific questionnaire, and storing the physician only/medical 
facility copy in a computer database coupled to said network; 

receiving a request to access said physician only/medical facility copy via the network 
from the designated physician only or the designated medical facility personnel; 

responsive to receiving said request to access said physician only/medical facility copy, 
automatically modifying said patient representative's access to said physician only/medical 
facility copy, wherein said patient representative is subsequently not permitted to edit the 
physician only/medical facility copy; and 

receiving modifications to medical information contained in the physician only/medical 
facility copy from the designated physician or designated medical facility personnel, 
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wherein the patient representative selectively updates the patient's structured basic 
medical history information summary based on said modifications and submits the updated 
structured basic medical history information summary to at least one of a different physician and 
different medical facility personnel. 

22. A computer system comprising: 

at least one server computer comprising a processor; and 

at least one client computer coupled to the at least one server computer through a 
network; 

wherein the at least one server computer includes at least one program stored thereon that 
when run, causes the server computer to perform the following steps: 
establishing and presenting to a patient representative a medical visit-type questionnaire, the 
patient representative being any of a medical patient, the medical patient's guardian, and the 
medical patient's personal representative; 

receiving from the patient representative a visit type selection in response to the 
visit-type questionnaire, said visit type comprising at least one of a medical facility and a 
physician, a physician only, and a personal use only selection; 

generating a structured basic medical history information summary for the patient 

via: 

establishing a plurality of questionnaire sub-sets and an initial series of questions; 
presenting to the patient representative the initial series of questions and 
collecting responses thereto; and 
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successively presenting to the patient representative one or more of the 
questionnaire sub-sets and collecting responses thereto, wherein a subsequently presented 
questionnaire subset is selected and presented to the patient representative based on one or more 
responses to a previously presented questionnaire subset; 

storing the basic medical history information summary in a computer database 
coupled to said network; 

receiving a selection from the patient representative of a physician only identifier 
or a medical facility identifier, said identifier designating a specific physician only or specific 
medical facility personnel as authorized to access a physician only/medical facility copy of the 
patient's medical information; 

determining at least one medical specialty specific questionnaire to present to the 
patient representative, wherein the medical specialty specific questionnaire is determined based 
on said visit type selection and said identifier selection; 

generating the physician only/medical facility copy of the patient's medical 
information, wherein said physician only/medical facility copy includes the patient's structured 
basic medical history information summary and medical specialty specific information collected 
in response to the at least one medical specialty specific questionnaire, and storing the physician 
only/medical facility copy in a computer database coupled to said network; 

receiving a request to access said physician only/medical facility copy via the 
network from the designated physician only or the designated medical facility personnel; 

responsive to receiving said request to access said physician only/medical facility 
copy, automatically modifying said patient representative's access to said physician only/medical 
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facility copy, wherein said patient representative is subsequently not permitted to edit the 
physician only/medical facility copy; 

presenting to the patient representative modifications to medical information 
contained in the physician only/medical facility copy from the designated physician or 
designated medical facility personnel; and 

in response to instructions received from the patient representative, selectively 
updating the patient's structured basic medical history information summary based on said 
modifications, and submitting the updated structured basic medical history information summary 
to at least one of a different physician and different medical facility personnel. 

24. A non-transitory computer readable storage medium having embodied therein a computer 
program for processing by a machine, the computer program comprising: 

a first code segment for establishing and presenting to a patient representative a medical 
visit-type questionnaire, the patient representative being any of a medical patient, the medical 
patient's guardian, and the medical patient's personal representative; 

a second code segment for receiving from the patient representative a visit type selection 
in response to the visit-type questionnaire, said visit type comprising at least one of a medical 
facility and a physician, a physician only, and a personal use only selection; 
a third code segment for generating a structured basic medical history information summary for 
the patient via: 

establishing a plurality of questionnaire sub-sets and an initial series of questions; 
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presenting to the patient representative the initial series of questions and 
collecting responses thereto; and 

successively presenting to the patient representative one or more of the 
questionnaire sub-sets and collecting responses thereto, wherein a subsequently presented 
questionnaire subset is selected and presented to the patient representative based on one or more 
responses to a previously presented questionnaire subset; 

a forth code segment for storing the basic medical history information summary in a 
computer database coupled to said network; 

a fifth code segment for receiving a selection from the patient representative of a 
physician only identifier or a medical facility identifier, said identifier designating a specific 
physician only or specific medical facility personnel as authorized to access a physician 
only/medical facility copy of the patient's medical information; 

a sixth code segment for determining at least one medical specialty specific questionnaire 
to present to the patient representative, wherein the medical specialty specific questionnaire is 
determined based on said visit type selection and said identifier selection; 

a seventh code segment for generating the physician only/medical facility copy of the 
patient's medical information, wherein said physician only/medical facility copy includes the 
patient's structured basic medical history information summary and medical specialty specific 
information collected in response to the at least one medical specialty specific questionnaire, and 
storing the physician only/medical facility copy in a computer database coupled to said network; 
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an eighth code segment for receiving a request to access said physician only/medical 
facility copy via the network from the designated physician only or the designated medical 
facility personnel; 

a ninth code segment for automatically modifying said patient representative's access to 
said physician only/medical facility copy in response to receiving said request to access said 
physician only/medical facility copy, wherein said patient representative is subsequently not 
permitted to edit the physician only/medical facility copy; 

a tenth code segment for presenting to the patient representative modifications to medical 
information contained in the physician only/mcdical facility copy from the designated physician 
or designated medical facility personnel; and 

an eleventh code segment for selectively updating the patient's structured basic medical 
history information summary based on said modifications in response to instructions received 
from the patient representative, and for submitting the updated structured basic medical history 
information summary to at least one of a different physician and different medical facility 
personnel. 

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the identifier comprises: a unique code corresponding to at 
least one of said physician only and medical facility personnel. 

6. The method of claim 5, wherein a first portion of the unique code identifies the physician only. 
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7. The method of claim 6, wherein a second portion of said unique code identifies a specific 
office location the physician only. 

12. The method of claim 1, further comprising generating one or more medical records from the 
physician only/medical facility copy; and establishing pre-defined levels of access to the one or 
more medical records or to the medical information used to generate said medical records 
commensurate with the particular profession of the physician or of the medical facility personnel. 

16. The method of claim 12, wherein at least one of the pre-defined access levels permits at least 
one of physician only and medical facility personnel to add notes to the one or more medical 
records, wherein the type and contents of the added notes are related to said pre-defined access 
level, the method further comprising: adding notes to the one or more records; storing the 
medical records in the computer database; and storing the medical information forming the basis 
of the one or more medical records in the computer database. 

17. The method of claim 1, further comprising: charging at least one or the designated physician 
only and medical facility a fee for accessing the physician only/medical facility copy. 
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21. The method of claim 1, further comprising: the patient representative requesting a previously 
submitted username or password; the processor transmitting the username or password to the 
patient representative, if the patient representative answers a challenge question correctly; and 

accessing the computer database using the previously submitted username and password. 

23. The computer system of claim 22 wherein said at least one program is further configured to 
enable the server computer to: receive and process modifications to the stored basic medical 
history information summary from any communication device associated with the network. 

25. The computer readable medium of claim 24, wherein the computer program 

a twelfth code segment for receiving and processing modification instructions to the stored basic 
medical history information summary from any communication devices associated with the 
network. 

29. The method of claim 1, further comprising granting access to the basic medical history 
information summary to at least one of the physician only and medical facility personnel from a 
communication device associated with a computer network, said access being granted by the 
patient representative from a communication device associated with the network. 
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accessing and viewing the patient's basic medical history information from any communication 
device associated with the network; 

providing additional specialty specific medical information relating to a medical specialty area; 
and 

generating a specialty specific medical information summary that includes at least a portion of 
the patient's basic medical history information summary and the information relating to the 
specialty area, wherein information common to the basic medical history information summary 
and the specialty specific medical information summary is automatically inserted into the 
specialty specific medical information summary. 

41. The method of claim 12, wherein the generating one or more medical records step comprises 
automatically pre-populating each new medical record with information previously gathered and 
included in the physician only/medical facility copy. 

42. The computer system of claim 22, wherein the at least one client computer comprises code 
that when executed causes said at least one client computer to generate the one or more medical 
records by automatically pre-populating each new medical record with information previously 
gathered and included in the physician only/medical facility copy. 
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43. The computer readable medium of claim 24 further comprising a thirteenth code segment for 
generating one or more medical records by automatically pre -populating each new medical 
record with the information previously gathered and included in the physician only/ medical 
facility copy. 



REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 



[7] The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 



Claim 1 



The prior art of record neither anticipates nor supports a conclusion of obviousness with 
respect to the allowable subject matter of claim 1. The prior art of record fails to disclose a 
medical records method including ". . .receiving a selection from the patient representative of a 
physician only identifier or a medical facility identifier, said identifier designating a specific 
physician only or specific medical facility personnel as authorized to access a physician 
only/medical facility copy of the patient's medical information; determining, by a processor, at 
least one medical specialty specific questionnaire to present to the patient representative, wherein 
the medical specialty specific questionnaire is determined based on said visit type selection and 
said identifier selection. . .". 
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The most closely applicable prior art of record is referred to in the Office Actions mailed 12 
March 2008 and 21 January 2009 as Marchosky (United States Patent Application Publication # 
2002/0029157). While Marchosky is similar to the instant invention in many respects, there are 
clear patentable distinctions. Marchosky provides a patient-owned medical records which are 
generated and/or augmented through the use of a diagnosis/symptom based questionnaire. 
Marchosky fails to specifically indicate that the adaptive questionnaire based on a visit-type and 
a physician/facility selection, as presented/claimed in allowable claim 1. 

In the context of the instant invention, an initial structured medical history is generated through 
the use of an adaptive questionnaire. Examiner views this initial questionnaire-based assembly of 
medical information to be substantially similar to the diagnostic questionnaire disclosed by 
Marchosky. However, while Marchosky discloses gathering additional information by 
subsequent questionnaires, Marchosky fails to disclose the determination of the secondary 
questionnaires based on a visit-type selection and a physician/facility identifier selection as 
presented/claimed in allowable claim 1. The claimed selection/determination step facilitates the 
targeted gathering of information specific to a medical visit-type (e.g. surgical consult, In Vitro 
Fertilization etc.) and of information directed to a specific physician only or medical facility 
(*see claimed identifier). Further, the claimed "identifier" serves to establish security settings 
which dictate who can access the constructed medical records (*see disclosed "Medical 
Passport" generation). The noted features are patentably distinct from the disclosure of 
Marchosky. 
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Claims 22, 24 



Independent claims 22 and 24, are directed to an enabling system and computer readable 
medium, respectively. These claims each recite the allowable features of claim 1 . Claims 22 and 
24 are allowable over the prior art of record for reasons consistent with those identified with 
respect to claim 1 . 



Claims 2, 5-9, 12, 16-18, 21, 23, 25, 29, 31, 41-43 



Claims 2-9, 12, 16-18, 21, 23, 25, 29, 31, 34-43 all depend from allowable claims 1, 22, 24 and 
recite additional features related to the claimed "identifier" and information access steps. Claims 
2, 5-9, 12, 16-18, 21, 23, 25, 29, 31, 41-43 are allowable for reasons consistent with those 
identified with respect to claims 1, 22, and 24. 



Any comments considered necessary by Applicant must be submitted no later than the payment 
of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue fee. Such 
submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Application/Control Number: 10/686,172 
Art Unit: 3623 



Page 18 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to R. David Rines whose telephone number is (571)272-5585. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30am - 5:00pm Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Beth Boswell can be reached on 571-272-6737. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/R. David Rines/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3623 



